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2018: “The world is off-track to achieve SDG 6 on 
water and sanitation by 2030” (SDG 6 Synthesis 
Report 2018)

2021: “The world must – on average – quadruple 
current efforts to have a chance to achieve SDG 6 by 
2030” (SDG 6 Summary Progress Update 2021)

2023: Share successful examples to inspire 
voluntary commitments, enable cross-country 
learning, highlight how data drives progress →
“Look, progress is possible”
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Look, progress is possible!



Selection based on SDG 6 data

The snapshots should…
• Highlight measurable and 

verifiable progress at a 
significant scale towards the 
SDG 6 targets. 

• Be based on data on the SDG 6 
global indicators or other 
complementary indicators with 
trend data.

• Cover a whole country, a water 
basin or a sub-national unit of 
significant size. 

The production process included…
• Selection by UN custodian

agencies based on officially
reported data.

• Collaboration with country
monitoring focal points to
describe context and success
factors.

• Joint production of snapshots
and associate communication
materials by UN-Water
secretariat
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Launching the SDG 6 Acceleration Snapshots
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All snapshots now available on
https://www.unwater.org/publications/sdg-6-
acceleration-snapshots-what-progress-looks

https://www.unwater.org/publications/sdg-6-acceleration-snapshots-what-progress-looks
https://www.unwater.org/publications/sdg-6-acceleration-snapshots-what-progress-looks


Progress on drinking water and sanitation
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Progress on hygiene
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Progress on wastewater and monitoring
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Progress on water quality and water use
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Progress on resources management and 
transboundary aquifer cooperation
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Progress on transboundary rivers and lakes cooperation
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Progress on ecosystem protection and data use
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Progress on international cooperation and 
women‘s participation
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Question to all webinar participants

• Do you have some good 
examples of progress towards 
the SDG 6 targets from your 
country? 

• Is the progress measurable 
and verifiable? What is the 
scale of the progress? 

• Please share these examples 
in the chat!



First steps to identify success factors

• All snapshots include a 
box with “Key success 
factors”

• Looking across the 
snapshots, 
commonalities occurs →

• Need for a detailed 
assessment to 
understand why and how 
progress happened, and 
to identify the enabling 
conditions

• Political support and prioritization of issues

• Strong policy and regulatory frameworks

• Large investments by national governments as well as 
other actors

• Clear roles and responsibilities and broad involvement of 
and collaboration between stakeholders 

• Increased awareness of issues and capacity to deal with 
them

• Piggybacking on innovations and developments in other 
sectors

• Data requests and evidence-based planning and resource 
allocation
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Learning from progress: 
UN-Water Country Acceleration Case Studies

Objectives:

• Explore countries’ drivers and pathways to achieving 
progress towards SDG 6

• Understand why and how progress happened, identify the 
enabling conditions

• Document replicable good practices to support learning 
and sharing amongst countries

Process: 

• Identification based on SDG 6 data

• Webinar and interviews with multiple country stakeholders

• Dedicated expert to support work

• Launch in July at High-Level Political Forum

20

Case studies in 2022:
• Costa Rica (6.5.1)
• Pakistan (6.2.1b)
• Senegal (6.5.2)

Case studies in 2023:
• Brazil (6.3.1-6.3.2)
• Ghana (6.1.1)
• Singapore (6.4.1-6.4.2)

Case studies in 2024:
• TBD
• TBD
• TBD



Wrap up and next steps

• Data supports the achievement of SDG 6 by identifying 
where progress have happened; need to improve quality 
and quantity of data

• There is a need to understand why and how the 
progress happened, to enable cross-country and cross-
sectoral learning and replication 

• Use learning to inform future SDG 6 action, including 
national target-setting and voluntary commitments
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• Please help share these success examples
• Please share your own successful examples



2023 Data Drive to close data gaps and 
improve progress analysis

Information about 2023 Data Drive available here
https://www.unwater.org/news/overview-2022-2024-data-
compilation-process-and-timeline-sdg-6-global-indicators

https://www.unwater.org/news/overview-2022-2024-data-compilation-process-and-timeline-sdg-6-global-indicators
https://www.unwater.org/news/overview-2022-2024-data-compilation-process-and-timeline-sdg-6-global-indicators
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