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Through the first-ever United Nations System-wide Strategy for Water and
Sanitation, United Nations (UN) entities have committed to uniting their
efforts and maximizing the collective strength of the UN system to support

country progress.

Accelerating action on water and sanitation through the System-wide Strategy
will help the UN transform billions of people’s lives and drive gains across all

dimensions of sustainable development.

The need

Faster and greater action on water and sanitation
is key to tackling global challenges, including
climate change, disease outbreaks, gender
inequality, extreme poverty, biodiversity loss and
food insecurity.

However, there are major challenges
standing in our way:

*  Progress is much too slow: Sustainable
Development Goal 6 (to ensure availability
and sustainable management of water and
sanitation for all by 2030) is seriously off
track. For example, on current trends, billions
of people will still be living without safely
managed water and sanitation in 2030.

*  Water is becoming more unsafe and
unpredictable: Water quality is suffering,
climate change is causing more water stress,
food systems are at risk, and water-related
disasters are increasing.

*  Funding is decreasing: The share of
official development assistance for water
and sanitation is shrinking, and there is a
declining trend in many UN entities’ budgets
for water and sanitation programmes.

* Integrated approaches are lacking: ‘Silo
thinking’ among sectors and lack of
transboundary water cooperation are holding
us back.

The context

Responding to the high level of ambition set

by UN Member States and stakeholders at the
UN 2023 Water Conference, UN-Water released
the milestone Blueprint for Acceleration: SDG

6 Synthesis Report on Water and Sanitation
2023. This report contains key policy
recommendations on how to move forward and
work better together.

Most notably, the ‘Blueprint’ identifies two
crucial needs: for Member States to develop a
UN political process for water and for the UN
system to better unify its water-related efforts to
support countries.

As a result, in September 2023, the UN General
Assembly adopted a resolution following up on
the UN 2023 Water Conference. This resolution,
among other points, established two UN water
conferences, one in 2026 and another in 2028,
which will also mark the end of the Water Action
Decade 2018-2028.

Additionally, the resolution requested the UN
Secretary-General to present to Member States
the first-ever UN System-wide Strategy for Water
and Sanitation, for which the UN Secretary-
General relied on UN-Water's expertise.



What the System-wide
Strategy will do

+  Strategy vision: A world with accessible,
available and sustainably managed water
and sanitation for all people and the planet.

+ Strategy impact: A more holistic, integrated
approach that accelerates progress on
internationally agreed water-related goals
and targets and leaves no one behind.

The System-wide Strategy reflects the fact that
water and sanitation have multiple, interrelated
impacts across sectors. It is designed to help
UN entities to align their various programmes
to work holistically on water and sanitation as
a driver for sustainable development, human
rights and peace.

The System-wide Strategy complements

the existing water and sanitation strategies
and plans of UN entities, and it builds upon
UN-Water's long experience as the UN'’s inter-
agency coordination mechanism on water and
sanitation.’

The five ‘entry points’ of the
System-wide Strategy

1 Lead and inspire collective action on water
and sanitation.

* UN leaders and UN entities will make
water and sanitation top organizational
priorities and strengthen water and
sanitation programmes.

+ The UN system will boost communication
and advocacy on water and sanitation
issues and link with major global themes,
observances and events.

2 Engage better for countries by leveraging
whole-of-UN system support and by
mobilizing stakeholders and partnerships
for water and sanitation.

« Each part of the UN system will
contribute its expertise, skills and assets
in a coherent and complementary
manner.

«  The approach will help governments
and local communities leave no one
behind, with emphasis on the needs of
developing countries.

3 Align UN system support for the
integration of water and sanitation issues
across sectors and mainstreaming into
intergovernmental processes.

+  The UN system will provide integrated
policy advice and implement multi-
sectoral programming approaches to
managing water and sanitation.

+ The UN system will assist the
mainstreaming of water and
sanitation-related issues into relevant
intergovernmental processes.

4 Accelerate progress and transformational
change by unifying UN system support
through the five SDG 6 global accelerators:?2
financing, data and information, capacity
development, innovation, and governance.

+ By supporting progress through these
accelerators, the UN system will mobilize
financial and non-financial resources
necessary to create an enabling
environment for the achievement of
water-related goals and targets.

1 UN-Water (2020). UN-Water 2030 Strategy. Available at https://www.unwater.org/publications/un-water-2030-strategy; and, UN-Water (2018).

UN-Water external review 2018. Available at https://www.unwater.org/publications/un-water-external-review-2018.

2 UN-Water (2020). SDG 6 Global Acceleration Framework. Available at https://www.unwater.org/our-work/sdg-6-global-acceleration-framework.



https://www.unwater.org/publications/un-water-2030-strategy
https://www.unwater.org/publications/un-water-external-review-2018
https://www.unwater.org/our-work/sdg-6-global-acceleration-framework

5 Account through joint review and learning.

The UN system will increase
accountability and transparency of its
work on water and sanitation through
joint UN system reviews and learning at
technical and leadership levels.

The UN system will provide support to
Member States and partners to review
progress on internationally agreed
water-related goals and targets through
existing Member State-led platforms at
the global level, as well as at national
and sub-national levels.

>>Explore the full ‘Results Chain’ in the graphic.

About UN-Water

The Collaborative
Implementation Plan

A Collaborative Implementation Plan will
guide the operationalization, localization, and
monitoring of the System-wide Strategy.

The plan will have timebound joint activities
and progress indicators to help UN entities be
more effective and efficient in delivering water
and sanitation programming. The first cycle will
cover the four-year period from 2025 to 2028.

>>See Annex 1 of the System-wide Strategy
for the terms of reference for the Collaborative
Implementation Plan and a table of illustrative
supporting actions that provide concrete,
practical examples of how the strategy can

be implemented.

As the UN's inter-agency coordination mechanism, UN-Water brings together 36 UN entities
and over 40 international partners to ‘deliver as one’ on water- and sanitation-related
challenges across the spectrum of sustainable development.

Through its collaborative initiatives, UN-Water has helped elevate the importance of
water and sanitation on the international stage, leading to significant advancements in
internationally agreed water-related goals and targets, landmark agreements, improved
monitoring and reporting, and heightened public awareness.

The UN System-wide Strategy for Water and Sanitation will accelerate progress through
amore holistic and integrated approach that matches Member States’ ambition and
assists countries in ensuring the availability and sustainable management of water and

sanitation for all.

www.unwater.org



http://www.unwater.org

‘walsAs N 2y} woiy poddns ypum siojoe ||e Buowe abueyoxa
pue Bujuiea) ol ybnoly) pamairal ale siabiey pue sjeob pajefal-1elem uo ssaibold “z'g mding

's|aA9| diysIopes| pue [Eajuyds) 1.
walshs NN ayr Aq Ajpulol pamainsi si ABa1ens 8y jo uoleluswa|dwi ay) uo ssalboid "G nding

-Bulwea] pue maiaal juiof
ybnoiyy ssaiboud 10y A)jiqeunoase
pauaybuang ‘g awoang

NV M3IAZY LNIOT
HONOYHL LNN0DOV gt FF 1

.
"salnunod buidojaaap jo spasu ay) uo siseydws
UUM ‘UoNELIUBS pUB J3)em Jo souewlaaoh paroldw spoddns walshs NN YL § ¢ inding
"sa11junod Huidojarsp Jo spaau Jajsuel}
ABojouyaa} ayy uo siseydws yum ‘Isysuel) Abojouyoay pue ‘sdiysisuied ‘saiaijod Buipnjout
. .oo:w_EE—om ‘Uol}eAOUI UOIBYUES PUE J3}em Joj sjuswiuoliaua Buljgeus spoddns wajsAs N 8y L ¢ inding
pue ‘uoijeaouul ‘uswidojarsp 3010I0M
SR DT I DR jopeyues pue sajem pajjiys € o} Bunguyuoa ‘sanuoud pue spasu [euoneu o} Buipuodsai yoddns 1VNOLLVINYOJSNVYL
‘Bujoueuyy :SI01RIB[RIIE 9 HAS AL B awdojanap Ayoedea saaInosal UBWINY puE [euolnysul sapinold Wwaysks N 3y £ Inding aNY wwmm—wozn_
ybnoJy buipnjul ‘se1junod o} yoddns ‘uoddns waishs NN yum swiogield [eqolh pue jeucifial pue .v :
wayshs NN [nyoedwi alo “p swoaing swa)sAs buyojuow [euoljeu-gns pue [euoleu pauaybualns ybnoiyy Ajualedsuel) paleys pue m‘_.éwn—muo<
3|E|IEAB B.E UOIJELLIOJUI PUE BIEP UOIIE}ILES pUE Jajem pajefaibbesip ‘fyjenb-ybiH -z ¢ inding
"salunod buidojaasp Jo spaau bulaueuly sy} Buiziseydwa ‘s10}09s SSOI0E JUaLL)SAAUI 10} suejd
pue ‘sylomawel) ‘saibsiens Buioueury jo awdopasp ayl spoddns walsks NN syl Ly inding
.

‘walsAs NN 8yl Ag panoddns si sassaooid [eluswuwiarobiaul
paj-sajelg JagLUa\ 0JUl SBNSS] UOIBJUES PUE J3)eMm jo Bujweansulely g ¢ inding

"90UBPIAS pUB BlEp 153)8|

Buisn wa1sAs NN 8yl Aq perioddns ale s10}08s $S0I0E Sylomauwlel) Aaljod pajelbalul "z g inding
“fuejuawajdwon ssauley o} paubie

ale wayshs NN a8yl Jo sayoeoidde pue sajoljod ‘saibielells [eloueuly pue [euciieladq “L g inding

‘sassedoud [ejuawiuianobiaul
sso1oe Bujweansuiew pue
5101935 ss012e uopeibajul ybnonp
UOIJEHUES PUE I9}EM UO 32UBI3Y 02
fonjod panoisduy ‘¢ awoang

NOLLYYOILNI
04 140ddnS
WALSAS NN NOITY €

mm_EzzoS_E
431139 39vONI A ?

‘puiyaq auo ou aAe3) 0} ‘sioupsed -ssalboid saujunoa
S} pue wa)jsAs N 2y} jo uopezijigow Hoddns o} wajsAs N 2yl Aq pazijiqow ale sdiysiaulied pue siapjoyayels asianlg 'z z inding
aup ybnouy ‘sauunod o} Joddns *sa)unoo BuidojaAsp Jo spasu ay) uo siseydwa yum
USALIp-puBWSp padueyuy ‘g swodng ‘saljunod poddns o} walsAs N ayl Aq pabelas) Ajny ale saanosal pue asipadx3 "Lz inding

‘Buibessaw
pue suoleauNWWod waisAs N paiiun pue Buladwos Aq pandsul s| uonay “z* L nding
‘wieisAs N @Yy 1o} Aoud diysispes| 216a1ess B ale senss| UOIlEHUES PUE Jalep L °| inding

S3IN0I1NO S1Nd1no S1NIOd A41N3

uolnelues pue Jalep) Joy ABarens apim-waisAS NN oY1 Joj uley) synsay




@) United \/\M
$*” Nations UN WATER



